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Poetry Annotations 
1. A Clean Well-Lighted Place by Earnest Hemingway
A Clean Well-Lighted Place is a short story that explores how different characters search for peace. He achieves this by the use of literary devices, including symbolism and irony. The café has different meanings to the old waiter, the young waiter, and old man. For the old man and waiter, the café is a place of refuge where they can distract themselves from the emptiness of the night. It provides a well-lit place where they can seek solace from the emptiness and nothingness of the night. The young waiter seeks to leave quickly to go to his wife. Irony in the short story is that meaning in life can only be created through an awareness of nothingness and emptiness. 
There are unfamiliar terms used in the story, like nada, which is a Spanish word used by the old man during the recitation of the Lord’s prayer. This word is used in place of nothingness. It used in the prayer as a way of criticizing religion in that it cannot help him in his life. The pivotal line in the poem is repeating nada 21 times during the recitation of the Lord’s prayer. From the context of this story, I think that life is complex and has no meaning because man is insignificant in the sea of nothingness. 
2. The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas by Ursula K. Le Guin
In this philosophical fiction, Ursula uses different rhetorical devices including allegory, appeal to emotion, imagery, polysyndeton, and symbolism. The story uses characters to convey the message. The captured child can be a representation of the lower class in a capitalistic society or a sacrifice for others to live. Omelas is portrayed as a lovely city where people live happily at the expense of a child. Polysyndeton is used to achieve a dramatic effect. An unfamiliar word used in the story is “eh-haa, eh-haa” to represent the crying sounds made by the captured child. Because of lack of human stimulation, the child speaks less often, eventually losing the ability to communicate. The paradox in the story is that majority of people have accepted to exchange the suffering of a child with their happiness. 
This short story is a representation of the modern capitalistic society or the sacrifices people make for the sake of others from a religious perspective. I think the story shows how the contemporary society is structured. 
3. The Lottery by Shirley Jackson 
Rhetorical devices used in this short story are setting, narration, symbolism, parable, irony, and Gothicism. A tranquil and happy setting is used in contrast with the brutality of the lottery. A narrative approach is used, where the narrator uses the third person. Using the third person minimizes emotional attachment and present an abstract picture of the brutality of the lottery. Symbolism is used because the lottery is held on June 27th, which is in summer solstice, a time when many traditional rituals were performed. It is ironic that the story is set in a tranquil and happy place but the actions during the lottery are brutal. The ending of the story is abrupt, prompting the reader to think of the moral consequences of the lottery. There is violence and horror like Tessie’s killing. 
The main message that Jackson conveys in the story is that people should not follow traditions blindly without prior knowledge or experience. I think that the story allows the audience to focus on the moral behaviors ana actions that they must embrace to promote quality livelihoods. 
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